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The Circle of Care

Gary and Helga Hubbard provided
weekly Bible studies to the women locked
up in Elmwood Jail in Milpitas; a class
that drew many women who longed to hear
of God's love and faithfulness

But then tragedy struck.

On the morning of May 1, Gary mowed
the lawn, locked the mower in the shed,
and then suffered a massive heart attack.
Helga found him later lying by the shed,
and despite the efforts of the emergency
medics and Helga's CPR, Gary was pro-
nounced dead that day.

Helga received about 11 or 12 cards
from the women, many with three or more
signatures attached. And officers who
worked with the couple also sent their con-
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dolences.
"It was wonderful," Helga said of the

circle of care that surrounded her. "I looked at

some of them again today." One card said,
"Please come back to us. We need you."

And so Helga responded, returning to offer
Bible studies and one-on-one care through the

cell doors for the women who cannot attend.
"It felt like I needed to go back," she said. "I
had such a desire to be with those women. I
just needed to tell them about the Lord."
"Eternity starts now, and whether we're
here or there, we're in Christ," she said,
adding that she now tells the women she can
1dentify with their pain of separation, which
means "We'll just have to hold onto the Lord."
In this time of sorrow, Helga has found
that she feels good when she prepares for her
Bible lesson. "I get excited about God's word."

Since she has
returned, studies have
focused on the Wedding
in Cana and the story of

: Nicodemus.
| She didn't know how

|

= : . — I she would be received
ary and Helga )0y she returned, but
Hubbard

with an officer standing
right there, everyone
gave her a hug as they came to class.

The circle of care that starts with God's
love for us extends through our lives and into
the lives of others, who learn generosity of
spirit and the peace that surpasses all under-
standing even as we pass through the trials
and tribulations of this life.
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Inmates encircle a hurting
volunteer with words of love
and sympathies.....

I o so-deeply sorry that
Gawy has passed on. I caon't evewv
imagine one of yow without the
other. Yowtwo- were the precious
couple that I've eve laid eyes
upon. I know it must be extremely |y e o
painful to- be the one left behind A vqunteer surrounded by uniformed worshippers.
but just remember that the Lovd

and Gary awre always with you, -The Linus Project-

and I ask well. Yow still hawe Women in one dorm at EImwood,
work here that needs to- be done crotchet blankets to be taken to chil-
and wntil thew Gowy will be wait- dren who are seriously ill, trauma-
ing inthe Lovd's mighty Kingdom tized, or other children in need.
for the day when yow will be :

together again. I'L never forget
what the bothv of yow taught me
about owr Sawior Jesus Chwist aond
I will never forget Gawy's wonder -
May God keep yow strong and pos-
tive thwoughout these sorrowful
times:... Thank yow for being so-
good to-us. Your sister always:...

I prayy God comforty yow and
wipes oway your tears. Please
dont leawve us. Come back to- us
whew yowre ready .

Gawy, I always loved how no-
matter how mowny of us there was
at chwwchy, yow alwoys remen-
bered each of our naumes. I will
never forget yow. Yow awe truly
loved and will be missed.

Helga, My heouwt goes out to- yow
and my prayers. We love yow so-

much., Thank you to Genie Miller and women from
Bible Way Christian Center for donations of yarn.
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Nelson Noel of Trinity Church has served for over 15 years. The
Ethel Sturgis of Raynor Park Christian Rev. Fannie Davis of Antioch Baptist Church has been joined by the

has served at CCW for over 15 years. Rev. Stacey Green and Minister Marianne Burrell for 11 years.
Long time CIC volunteers.....
When men and women the Gospel message to men,
answer God's call to serve women and children incar-
those who are incarcerated, cerated in Santa Clara
they generally come to stay. County.
CIC Ministries has been At one time, they, too,

blessed with a cadre of volun-  wondered if God was calling
teers who have given years of them to serve. They
service to the Lord, serving as answered the call, and the

living testimonies to God's men, women and children
faithfulness in our lives and they serve has learned of
God's love for "the least of God’s faithfulness and God’s
these." love embodied in Jesus

Here are just a few of the  Christ, our Savior.
men and women who carry

b C ; J.l g .:_‘-' 4
Mack Johansen - Has been serving
at the Juvenile Boy'’s ranch for 10
years.

Next Training
for new and and veteran
volunteers:

Sun, July 19, 20009.
1:30-5:30 pm
Grace Baptist Church
484 E. San Fernando St

San Jose, CA 95112
Bejoy Oomman has served with CIC for 4 years, Shilpa Mohan (corner of E. San
is a new volunteer and Pastor Tom Thomas from Marthoma '
Church has served for 11 years. Fernando and 10th Sts)
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Correctional Institutions Chaplaincy of Santa Clara County, Inc.
P.O. Box 360068

Milpitas, CA 95036-0068

From CIC Ministries Director: Rev. David Robinson

Our jails and juvenile facilities often appear to be designed as
places of punishment, confinement and conflict. Compassion is a
rare solace and a listening ear are longed for by many. In this
newsletter you will see some of the people who are reaching out,
who are listening, sharing and caring for folks who are locked
down. Their love reaches out and is often received with joy and
comfort. The Spirit of Fellowship begins and the response back to
the volunteer chaplains is often amazing and always a blessing.
This is Church. This is a sanctuary of peace for the prisoners and
for the ministers of Grace. This is how we see and experience Jesus
Inside the jails. Your support through financial gifts, prayer and love
comes to us as a gift and is transformed by the Spirit into mercy,
compassion and wisdom. You are incorporated into this circle of
hope offering opportunities of grace, faith, forgiveness and salvation
to thousands of our brothers and sisters. People are responding and
are offering their new lives back to the Lord and also to our commu-
nity.

We are very grateful for your gifts, especially in these difficult
economic times. Please consider being part of this circle of hope for
the betterment of all our people.
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DONATE ONLINE
Donations can now be made online at our web site:
WWW.CICMINISTRIES.ORG. CIC Ministries is a not for
profit (501c3) ministry. Your donations are tax-deductible.

CIC BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Bruce Friesen - Chair

Joan Robinson - Vice Chair
Jim Ritari - Treasurer
Jennifer Lathrop - Secretary
Chris Christensen

Rev. Wayne Evans

William Gott

Dr. Penny Hogg, Ph.D

Rev. Kenneth Love

Ronnie Phifer

Rev. Silvestre Romero

CHAPLAINCY STAFF
Rev. David Robinson - Executive
Director, EImwood Men'’s Facility
(408) 586-5643,
Email: cicdirectr@aol.com

Rev. Evelyn Vigil - Main Jall
(408) 299-2309
Email: mainjailrev@aol.com

Rev. Louann Roberts - ElImwood
Correctional Center for Women
(408) 957-5822,
Email: ccwrev@aol.com

Rev. Ra Amen - Elmwood, Juvenile Hall
(408) 278-5868
Email: cicchaplain@att.net
Website: www.cicministries.org




